The Symposium was entitled “Verification and Continuous Improvement of Conservation Performance for Water Quality Protection”.  The following are the symposium presentations:
Symposium Introduction: Tom Simpson, Executive Director, Water Stewardship, Inc.
The need for agriculture to provide greater accountability and evidence of progress in conservation implementation is increasing rapidly, particularly related to water quality and Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDL). The USDA National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Conservation Districts are the implementers, so questions arise about them serving as independent implementation verifiers and staff limitations restrict time available for such efforts. Further, Farm Bill programs have focused efforts on specific programs and practices rather than whole farm planning to achieve specific resource protection, e.g., water quality.
A private, nonprofit third party program was developed and tested in Virginia’s Shenandoah Valley to verify current implementation and identify additional opportunities to reduce farm water quality impacts. A Continuous Improvement Program (CIP) was developed for each farm with the long term goal of achieving local and Chesapeake Bay water quality goals. The CIPs are implemented in two year cycles based on readiness, practice impact and economic considerations. Each CIP cycle achieves at least one-sixth of needed reductions. Progress is verified biennially and the farmer agrees to implement additional practices during the next cycle. Over a maximum of six CIP cycles or 12 years, the farmer will achieve needed reductions. Farmers are to sent to NRCS and Conservation Districts for technical and financial assistance.
This approach has brought new farmers into conservation programs and resulted in additional implementation by current cooperators. It is complimentary to NRCS and Conservation District work and allows farmers to focus on practices that move them efficiently towards water quality goals. The program has been well received by farmers and has integrated well with conservation agency programs. It is proposed that independent, third party assessment and continuous improvement programs with government oversight should meet the “reasonable assurance” requirements for TMDL’s
Third Party Farm Assessment and Continuous Improvement Program: Daniel Kaiser, Director Field and Industry Operations, Water Stewardship, Inc.
Click here to see entire presentation
Quantitative Nutrient Reduction Estimates and WSI’s Nutrient Load Estimator: Sally Bradley, Technical and Policy Analyst, Water Stewardship, Inc.
Click here to see entire presentation
Third Party Verification – A Farmer’s Perspective: Anthony Beery, Beery Farms, Inc., Mt. Crawford, VA
Click here to see entire presentation

Pilot Program Results and Closing Comments: Tom Simpson, Executive Director, Water Stewardship, Inc.
Click here to see entire presentation


